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Kia ora to  Parents, Whanau and our School Community

A big welcome to Max Newton who has returned to us after many years. Kia ora Max.

Happenings at Runanga School:
There sure has been a lot going on at the moment at the school. 

Gavin Hill an ex Rugby star and Kiwi League 
player visited us as a Duffy Hero. All students were 
given 2 books each. Thanks to our Board of 
Trustees and Friends of Runanga School along with 
our other sponsors, The One Ring Net. It is a 
brilliant concept and once again, our students gain. 

Members of the ChCh Symphony Orchestra put 
on a wonderful show for our students.  Thanks to 
Solid Energy for sponsoring the orchestra to visit 
schools on the West Coast.  We always look 
forward to learning more about the instruments 
and then blended together, make amazing music. 

Goldsborough Science Day: 
Ruby E, Khan, Ronan, Layla and I went into the Goldsborough Creek. We tested 
the water to see if it was clean and healthy. We found lots of bugs in it, which 
means it was healthy. After morning tea, we went gold panning, I found lots of 
clay and Mr Baker found  lots of fossilised shells. After lunch we went on a bush 
walk that had two tunnels. (Roadside Tunnel Loop) We then went to the Stafford 
Cemetery to see who was buried there. The oldest one I saw was 91 years. 
By Kayla

Left: Ronan 
digging for the 
lump of gold!
Right:
Khan forever 
hopeful with 
the sluice.
Below left:
Fossil shells 
found in the 
bank.



SCHOOL ACCOUNTS

Stationery Packs - 
Rm1,2     $25.00 from the                
school office.
Activity Fee          $16.00
(for visiting shows)
Technology Yr 7     $45.00  
                   Yr 8     $50.00
(this is for the goods they 
make and can bring home)

  School donation:
  1 child          $30.00
   2 Children           $40.00
   2 Plus                  $50.00

Accounts may be paid off 
by instalment or payment 
can be made by internet 

banking ~
 ASB 123168 0043833 02

Those with  accounts owing 
from 2011 - it would be 
appreciated if they could 
also be paid at the school 
o f fi c e o r by i n t e r n e t 
banking.  Please say what 
the payment is for.

Statements have been sent 
out this week and  are for 
payments up until the end 
of February, payments after 
this will be credited  on 
next statement.

School donations are tax 
deductible. 

Holiday Pool Opening:

I have been informed that the 
swimming pool will be open 
in the holidays. This has been 
extended to allow for our 
students and community to 
have some swimming time 
during the holidays. Please 
support this extension so that 
it is worthwhile for the 
Council to allow this extra 
time. 

Milk, Toast and Fruit:
Our students are really lucky with 
what is offered at this school. Thank 
you to Tai who runs the milk club in 
the morning. Then we have Carleen 
and Leanne with Toni as a back up 
support when needed, for toast. It is 
fantastic to have had such support 
over the years from Carleen and 
family. In the afternoon  your children 
are then offered a variety of fruit. This 
week we have had apples, bananas 
and pineapple. Such yummy food.
Thanks to those parents who sent their 
children with bottles of water during 
the water problem. It was a HUGE 
task to keep boiling and cooling water 
for the ones without. 

Grey District Athletics 

I competed in High Jump, Long Jump, 60m and was in the 
relay team. Out of all of the Greymouth Schools, I won the 
long jump for the 10 year old girls. Erika came second. I also 
came second overall in the 60m sprints. Although I am 
excited about going to the West Coast Athletics next week, I 
am nervous. Trinity.

I represented Runanga School in all events. The time had 
come when I had to run the 1200m, 3  times around the track 
at Anzac Park. When I finished I was really tired. I came 3rd. 
I was quite proud of myself when I heard I had won the 
sprints. Next Tuesday I am competing in all events again and 
I would like to get placings in most events. Ruby T.

I represented the school in all events. In shot put I came first 
in the 9 year old girls. I was really proud of myself because 
shot put is my favourite event and it’s my best. In discus I 
came second. I was proud of myself again. I am excited and 
nervous because I am off to the West Coast Athletics next 
week and I want to try and win both events. Tiylor.



Tui 
said she 

liked the 
sparkley fish and 

wanted to cuddle it.
Lilly said she liked the flower lily 

pad. It was a purple one.
Samantha said she liked the jellyfish because it 

was pretty.
Bridget said she chose the sparkly fish because she liked it.

Bailee said she liked looking at it because she liked all of it.
Cohen said he liked the  fish on the eel, especially the big sharks.

Isaiah said he liked the crab because it was cool and it had 
claws.

Kaine said he liked the coloured fish on it. 
Daniel said he liked the long eel part in 

the middle because he likes eels. 
Ethan said he liked the 

Spongebob Creature 
because he 

made it.

Velvet the Eel came to visit us on her way to Te Papa in Wellington.  There are so many pieces of Velvet’s 
body to be added, that we had to make 3 lines to fit it in for a photo. 
It was lovely to see the piece that our Runanga students made last year. Barbara Swaine and Trish Blair 
allowed their students to be involved last year and Trish’s Mum came in often helping the young ones sew 
their sea creature onto the eel body. We now have Runanga School written on it so hopefully it will find it’s 
way back to us eventually. http://www.bowmansart.com/eel_conservation/eel_conservation.html
Check out the website to see how Stephanie Bowman spread the word about the Long Finned Eel and how we 
were asked to add to the eel as it travelled through the country and the Pacific Islands. Stephanie is now doing 
a project on Jaguars in North America. You will find this on the website too. 
Thank you to Kim from the Hokitika Kiwi Centre who brought Velvet out to school for us all to see. 

LAST CALL FOR SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ORDERS

  Scholastic Book pamphlets have been given out to children over 
the last few weeks -  spare copies are available from the school 
librarian.  As always, there is a really great selection of new books 
and old favourites to suit all reading ages, with many of them 
heavily reduced in price. Thank you to those who have already 
returned slips and money.  For others still wishing to order, all 
money and slips need to be left at the school office by Friday this 
week (March 30th).  

MUFTI THIS FRIDAY.
Coin donation for Harold and Life 

Education.
Suitable and sensible clothing please. 

This is to show support for  Life 
Education programmes on the West 

Coast. Thanks to Carmen and Harold  
for a great programme this week. 

Harold pens available for $2.

http://www.bowmansart.com/eel_conservation/eel_conservation.html
http://www.bowmansart.com/eel_conservation/eel_conservation.html


School Holidays April 2012

Dates: 11th - 14th April (Wed – Sat)

Time: 10am – 4pm

Summary: 

Learning to Surf with Zane Smith and Robbie Barrow 

and other Qualified Surf Instructors from Kahuna Boardriders Club.

(Includes a coast road surf trip and to Westport’s Tauranga Bay)

You are encouraged to register early as it is expected that the spaces will fill up quickly.

Your registration form must be signed by your legal guardian. Age: 

Cost: FREE

Lunch: Morning tea and lunch provided

Venue: Kahuna Boardriders Clubrooms, Cobden Breakwater

Numbers: Limited numbers – get in quick

Bring: Surfboards and wetsuits will be provided. If you have your own gear please bring it along

Contact: (03) 768 036 or info@focustrust.org.nz with funding from

Sandvik	  School	  holiday	  Programme	  

16th-‐20th	  April	  at	  Grey	  Main	  primary	  school

Daily	  9am-‐5pm

Register	  online	  now!
www.sportwestcoast.org.nz

or
Contact	  Danielle	  at	  daniellef@sportcanterbury.org.nz

mailto:daniellef@sportcanterbury.org.nz
mailto:daniellef@sportcanterbury.org.nz

